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More than 4,000 years ago “The whole world spoke the same language. And the people 

said to one another, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the sky, and 

so make a name for ourselves.’ 

The LORD saw the city and the tower that the people had built, and the LORD said: If 

they have started to do this, then nothing they presume to do will be out of their reach. Let us 

confuse their language, so that no one will understand the speech of another. That is why it was 

called Babel, because there, the LORD confused the speech of all the world and scattered them 

over all the earth.” The Tower of Babel is in the 11th Chapter of Genesis. 

And 2,000 years later, “suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving 

wind, and it filled the entire house. There appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and 

came to rest on each one of them. And they were all filled with the holy Spirit and began to speak 

in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim the mighty acts of God. Devout Jews 

from every nation under heaven gathered in a large crowd, but they were confused because each 

one heard them speaking in his own language.  

They were astounded, and asked, “Are not all these people who are speaking Galileans? 

Then how does each of us hear them in his own native language?” 

This account of Pentecost is from the Acts of the Apostles. The union of all peoples, by 

means of the Church, which speaks every language, understands and embraces all tongues in 

charity, reverses the effect of Babel. 

Last weekend we heard Jesus’ disciples ask him, will you now restore the kingdom? 

Essentially, Jesus said, No. You are going to do that. And you will receive power to do it, when 

the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and then you will be my witnesses to the ends of the world. 

This mission, Jesus also gives to each of us. It is for all the baptized. 

The Holy Spirit equips the Church for its mission. Our mission, like the first Christians, is 

to “draw all people into Christ.” And we can only do the mission with the Holy Spirit. It is God’s 

will, that we be transformed and participate in the mission; and transformation can only be 

brought about through the Holy Spirit. 

St. Paul describes the varieties of functions within the Christian community. All are 

manifestations of the Holy Spirit, and no one gift is superior to another. No gifts are given for the 

benefit of the one who receives them. All are given for the community’s benefit, to be used for 

the common good. 



Homily June 5, 2022 
Pentecost 

Deacon Tim Stevenson 

 

 2 
 

St. Paul also talks about the great variety of gifts of the Holy Spirit. The seven gifts of the 

Holy Spirit are wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the 

Lord. These gifts make us open to responding to divine inspirations. 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit help us grow closer to God. Fruits of the Holy Spirit are 

perfections that the Holy Spirit forms in us. The tradition of the Church lists twelve fruits: 

"charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, 

self-control, chastity." 

Recently, someone asked, “Why isn’t the gift of healing listed as a gift or fruit of the Holy 

Spirit?” The gift of healing, like the gift of speaking in tongues, is a charism, another type of gift 

that the Holy Spirit works through some people. Charisms are also given for the benefit of the 

members of the body of the Church. 

It is the Holy Spirit who gives us the light by which we perceive our personal calling, 

who is present and moves us in prayer. It is the Holy Spirit who leads us gently to the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation, to confess our sins, to raise our heart to God at an unexpected moment. It is 

the Holy Spirit who finds for us the right words to inspire someone to be better. 

The Holy Spirit will help us: to speak the truth to a culture of lies, to work for life in a 

culture of death, and to live a life of love in a culture of selfishness, consumerism, and 

individualism. Perhaps where the Holy Spirit is excluded in our culture, is where its members 

struggle to hear and understand each other? 

Christ came through the apostle’s locked doors, and he also comes through ours. It’s not 

just keys but fear that locks our doors. Have you been turned into fire by the Holy Spirit? … If 

not, what fear is stopping you? 

There is a story of one of the desert fathers of the Church, who had a novice come to him 

and said, “Father, I keep my little rule, and my little fast, my prayer, meditation and 

contemplative silence; and as I am able, I strive to cleanse my heart of thoughts:  now what more 

should I do? The father stood up and stretched out his hands to heaven, and his fingers became 

like ten lamps of fire.  He said: Why not be totally changed into fire?” 

It is good to be a good Christian, a good Catholic, who does many little things, but why 

not become fire? … Every one of us is called to be fire. In Luke’s Gospel Jesus said, “I have 

come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing! [Luke 12:49] Why not be 

totally changed into fire?! 
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Invite the Holy Spirit into your heart and soul. Only with the Holy Spirit, are you able to 

be set on fire, and then, you will help set the world on fire, “drawing all people into Christ.” 


